Coexistence of paired helical filaments and glial filaments in astrocytic processes within ghost tangles.
Ultrastructural examination of ghost tangles in an autopsy case of long-term Alzheimer's disease revealed, in addition to degenerate neurites containing paired helical filaments (PHF), astrocytic processes which included PHF. This finding suggests either that astrocytes in ghost tangles possess the capacity to produce PHF or that PHF are incorporated into astrocytes by endocytosis.